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PREFACE, 



This edition is based on the following three palm leaf 
manuscripts. 

1. *. Belonging to the Palace Library, Tri van- 

drum. 

2, *?r. Lent by Mr. Govinda Pisharoti, Kailasa- 

puram, Vaikkarn. 

8. *T. Do. Srikumaran Moothathu, Ayankudi, 
Kaduthuruthi, 

The colophons in these manuscripts show that the name 
of the commentary is Vivaraiia, and its author Kudraj while 
the following verses at the end of the manuscript *$r furnish 
certain facts regarding the date and nativity of the com- 
mentator. 



TTRT 



(?) 



The manuscript ^ runs up to the end of 26th chapter, 
It is written on palm leaves in Malayalaiii characters and 
looks about three centuries old. It is almost free from 
errors. The commentary in this manuscript unlike in the 
other tAvo mentions the name of the metre etc- in the text. 

The manuscript *r having been returned to the owner 
soon after transcription, no description is given here. 

The manuscript *T consists of Vivara^a, running up to 
the end of the 24th udhyaya with only a Malayalam com- 
mentary on the 25th. The commentary on the 26th chapter 
is incomplete; and at the end of the manuscript is found 
fragment of a Malayalam commentary on the 8th chapter. 
It is written on palm leaves in Malayalam characters- It 
is about two centuries old and is full of errors. 

K. SiMBASiVA 



I N T T HOI.) I T(.T I ON. 

Tlu- I fora &iHtr:i of Viu-iilmmihira is now published in 
* 1 w.ndrum huu.kn, Sorb*, alon^ with the ioiuincntory 
^ Itudm. h .Iy otw <a,rra -.onsi st .s of throe hn.nchos viz , 
itanita, ^aiwlutft and llorii: and fh, l ;l st hran.-li can lie fn r 
llril.rV' 1 ,^ !' S ' hi * ttkiu ]> IM> .Mithftrbi uti.i N'i.nitta. The 
*,L^ Aj ,,i t , . i * r* ' ' * ^**<*** ; niriuui's ill its 
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MjjMuk,! Hit.. Hio bi^-r Jataka). 
Uui 
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fiHir,, is w ,l ,, ,v\T fl ) to,wtl. nwtuml 
or tf'*wl au.l h a | notions of mou it, tlu-ir i.revinji (>vk, 
, nwly t. liwir fruit, .-is is i-vil.-u1 fr.m. 



wc wpr 1 ?mrwnr i" i j !). 
Ji> mum* of its tvriHt ami laconu- ^tvK- iNnitaiuitu' Hcnt 
l JSMW, the w rk iiiiiirofliRs (In- sftf ,> ;,f p !loij ,i . !U1 7| he | nt 

Ul^l to flh' IMV(J, :.!..! Msto..f>tU.loi,ls it has M 1P ( W . ( io 



oi,ls it has 

tmm^ on |J,, M l..v Mav. Y,mm t Maui.irha, Snkti- 
lnrva ami others us tho io|in\in- vtu-M* shows: _ 



(j,. s). 

ThvjKciilmr popularity of tin- wtirk IM n!so duu fo tin" 
i-l UIHJ iiwinuuiw, in u uiit^h.'!!, at! that ix ?M>utml in the 
works on Jiu- ->uitj-:t I iy aiM-it-iii ri,n-ln'r-. 

Tlw smthor i> known lo lm\v lloni'Munl ahout tin- 
midtjfe oi tbu 6th nrntwy A. I). The following vw*. nu ikt 
it (vrtiun that hi- wiu* IKWII of the Kii|>thilH "->tra in tho 
Avaiiti country uiul rwivwi his mhu-nrMui from his futlu-r 
:ml jruru nuitiud 



: J 



frtt ffifftlfcft fftft WTT u" (p. #27). 

He i.- known tti hnvi! written thu following works on 
mi' ditt'frt^it bnutuht's of the .lyoriS ^:if*ira. 

1. PnnoiHiddhftnta 

2. LaghujAtnkti 



3. Brhadyatra 

4. Brhadvivahapatala 

5. Brhatsamhita, 

Timlin* the track of his predecessors the author reveals 
his high veneration for them, as is shown by the following 
extracts. 



{ 1 ) * 



w: JT%rr: i" (p ISO). 



tf pfir Rflrsron? cnv: n" (p. 132). 
(8) "3tt3??f %sra^ s ^ ** 

^*I" ; (p 13T). 



> (p. 10). 

(5) 'srif^TT: ^4#^ J 

(p. 186). 



It can be seen from the following extracts that all the 
subsequent writers on astrology refer to the work as u great 
authority an<l regard the author as an incarnation of the ami. 

(1) ' 



(Bhattofcpala's commentary on the HorS), 
(2) % *^fl 



(Dafiadhyftyi, a commentary on the Horft). 
( 8) "l JffW ftgs ^nr faft, 



^i-^i^^^i^ ( 96 , 



s 



of the Sanskrit terra Rudra, it can be surmised that he was a 
natra of Kerala Besides, the people called Varyars are 
exclusively found to be natives of Kerala which, it is well- 
Jznown, was the seat of many learned men in ancient days 
who made the study of astrology and medicine their spe- 
ciality. r 

From the verse, 



" 



it is evident that the commentary was written on a Wednes- 
day of the month Makara when the date indicated by the 
chronogrmme '^r^^r' coincides. The chronogramme 
however, when taken as Kalidina comes to 1690524 which 

ofTo? of ih5 K d li y ^ ^XS* m nth f ^rkatakam 
ot 702 of he Kollam Era (1527 A. D). ' It is therefore 

taken; though in quite a new way as- indicating the Kollam 
year, month and date which is Wednesday the 24th of the 

^SSrS'o^ 1 ';!, 70 (9 ? 5A - 1)} - T Vore the words 
t!?7 t*, of the author and to guess out any possible al- 
terntion of the test so as to suit the Kalidina is inadmissible. 
The commentary is quoted* as authority in the Prasni-" 
marga written in 826K.*.(1650 A. n.); and this fact Sf 
makes it clear that it is about four centuries old, 4nd even 
^ the Kalidina 



W,n 1 } - V , amirt , mg r Wxxhg the disparity of 
Wednesday in Makara, there is every chance of the com- 
mentary being four centuries old. 



f rt , ?~ la ,hi- ha inhis Bhasya onthe Aryabhatfya, men- 
tionsf a Kudra as one of the teachers of Para meg vara Thc- 
wrote Drggamta about the beginning of the 15th cen 
A. D. It this Kudra is the same as the author of Vivarana 
his date may be assigned to the latter part of the 14th cen- 
tury A. D. As the chronogramme ends with the word *fe 
it seems natural to take it as representing Kali days- and if 
it is read as p,fr m ste ad of ^ as thfre is 'S ! 



"t ces 

of p ri H corre u s P^ to the 13th ghatika 

SnJ ^ he2 9th day in the month of Dhanu of the Kollafn year 
.02 (1527 A. n.) ; and in case the ^kranti happened". 



the same day, then the makarftrka the first day and Wednes- 
day would also coincide. , ' 

There is another commentary on the work called Das- 
adhyayi written by Govinda Somayaji. As this ends with 
the 10th chapter 'it cannot be said to serve the objects ex- 
pected of a commentary. In the first two adhyayas o both 
these commentaries are however found some parallel passages* 
which give rise to the inference that one of them must have 
been indebted to the other. 

Bhattotpala's commentary named Bfhajjatakavivrfci is 
narrow in its scope and is far from making the appearance 
of Vivarnna superfluous. 

From the references! to Yyakaraija, MlmEinsa and 
Yoga Sftstras, the commentator appears to be wellversed in 
those branches of knowledge. 



u 

(Vivaz^ana p. 17). 



i 

53^7; 



(Da&adhyayT). 

j* "M'H^Mfcl^^rsIt f^PTT ^T5 ^5T ?R i 

^ U f> (p. 2). 

ft: 11 (p. 141). 



<RT: ^ftt qrsPR^f^spit n" - (p. 73). 
: J 



I (p. 5) 
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